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Notes From Your
Community Manager:
For the People, By the Homeowners

Your board has been hard at work, making sure we do what
we can to keep all our property values as high as possible with
what resources we have to do so. My husband and I were
driving through the community a couple weeks before
Christmas, looking at all the newly painted homes, the new
fences, upgraded driveways, beautiful, landscaped homes, and
of course, the pretty entrance lighting for the holidays. My
husband noted how far things had come in the last 5 years or
so.
Five years ago, few homeowners knew anything about a
Special Maintenance District that managed our entrances and
common areas. When I myself, before getting on the board,
would ask about our faded signs that were in disrepair and told
‘that’s not our problem’. Period. Now the two boards work
together, thinking of ideas to help the community – as a team.
My heart is full as I drive the neighborhood and see so many
neighbors and friends that are happy to live in our wonderful
neighborhood. By the time you get this newsletter – the
holiday season will be behind us, and we will be living in
2022! I wish nothing but the best for you, your families and
friends as we head into the new year. As always, it’s an honor
serving our community as president.

Community associations like ours have a lot in common with
municipal governments. As members of a governing body, our
board members meet regularly to discuss and vote on important
community issues, like paying the association’s bills. The board
makes decisions about these and other important topics using a
democratic process.
Also like a government, our association board has the legal
authority to enforce rules and regulations—somewhat like laws—
and to collect assessments, like a government collects taxes, and to
pay the association’s bills.
Our association also has the authority to take legal action, if
necessary, if a homeowner fails to meet his or her obligations that
we all agreed to when we purchased in this community. These
obligations include paying regular assessments on time, abiding by
architectural or design policies, and observing community rules.
I would like to thank the Board of Directors for
Country Place along with all of the
homeowners for working with me over the last
5 years to help improve property values and
improve the community overall. Country
Place was my home for over 40 years and has a
special place in my heart. I retired at the end of
2021 and will miss all of you. Thanks

I wish you all a healthy and happy New Year,
Tina Rhodes,
President – Country Place HOA

Thank you,
Mike Spall
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COUNTRY PLACE
Homeowners Board Of Directors

Did you know Country Place has a website? For the most
up-to-date documents please visit our website
at www.countryplace.org. We update the HOA meetings,
time and location which has been changing due to Covid.

PRESIDENT
Tina Rhodes
VICE PRESIDENT
Patrick Schafer
SECRETARY
Kim Haag
TREASURER
Paul Van Steenbergen
DIRECTOR
Ellia Silwiak

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MANAGER
Greenacre Properties, Inc.
Mike Spall
4131 Gunn Highway
Tampa, FL 33618
ph: 813-936-4154
mspall@greenacre.com

IKare Publishing is not responsible for content and as editor reserves
the right to edit articles for content, length, grammar, and
readability.

COUNTRY PLACE
Special Maintenance District
The Country Place Special Maintenance District was
created and purposed to manage and maintain the
common areas and property of Country Place. This
includes all areas of ingress and egress to our
community. Signage, landscaping, mowing, mulching
and other misc. maintenance functions are overseen by
this Board.

TRUSTEE
Chuck Urbinek
TRUSTEE
Wayne Swift
TRUSTEE
Scott McThenia

PRESIDENT
Darrel Spacone
VICE PRESIDENT
Wendy Samford
SECETARY
Keith Colini
TREASURER
Chris Rhodes

Meetings: 2nd Monday of each month
Meeting time: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Meeting location: Northdale Recreation Center,
15550 Spring Pine Drive, Tampa, 33624
countryplacesmd@gmail.com

Please remember to keep your pet on a leash when you let them out or
walk them. There have been some reported issues with pets running loose
in the community. Please also remember to pick up after your pets .
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WHO TO
CALL

See it all
the time?

To report a street light outage: https://
secure.tampaelectric.com/tampaelectricsecure/forms/
residential/streetlightout/
To report speeding and traffic issues: http://
www.hcso.tampa.fl.us/getdoc/aba59046-1e3a-4edba2d0-a77b8f51220e/Contact.aspx
To report potholes, damaged or missing street signs,
lifting/trip-hazards with sidewalks, or other street/
sidewalk issues: https://
service.hillsboroughcounty.org/311/roads-sidewalks/
To report or follow up on a violation:
Phone: 813-600-1100 Email:
mspall@greenacre.com
To request FHP presence for a general day/time/area:
Phone: 813-600-1100 Email:
mspall@greenacre.com
Report an issue with the entrances managed by the
special maintenance district: darrel.spacone@donordatadone.com
To request FHP presence for a general day/time/area:
Phone: 813-600-1100 Email:
mspall@greenacre.com

I often tell people who receive violation letters that – sometimes when it’s your
home and you drive up to it multiple times a day, you honestly just do not SEE
the issue happening. The fading paint…. The fence beginning to rot or get
dirty… the weeds that begin to take over a landscape bed. It’s not for lack of
looking or understanding, it’s simply because we are there so often we just don’t
see it. Then the community manager comes by, takes a photo, and we get
shocked because we thought our paint (for example) was just fine! Then you
realize it’s been 10 years since you last painted and wonder how time flew by so
quickly. I had a great reminder of something like this happen in our home last
month.
Our adult daughter came over to visit and while here, did a load of laundry. I
remember when we first got this washer/dryer. It was far better than our old set,
and doing laundry was quick and easy – especially as empty nesters, I could do a
couple loads in hours. A year went by and I’d need to set aside a whole
afternoon to do laundry. Many more months go by (or longer), and it turned into
a day. Now when I think of doing laundry, it’s just ‘doing it on the weekend’.
When I daughter did the load, she noted that it took more than 2 ½ hours to dry
one load of laundry! It then struck me… I remember when it was quick and
new. Then I wondered…. when is the last time I cleaned our dryer vent?
So, we got the drill and the dryer vent attachment out and – with my husband
helping - went to work. And wow, we pulled out LOTS of lint! Thank goodness
my daughter said something because… I was doing this job weekly and had just
forgotten how quick it used to be!

Please remember

there is never a
time you are allowed to
park on the grass.

This whole thing made me think of how this same thing happens with our
homes. I remembered getting the letter that I needed to paint my house. Then,
after I finished getting upset, I realized it had been almost 10 years since we last
painted. And when I looked at the wood, I could see how much it needed paint.
How did I miss that all this time? Because I saw it all the time. As we put that
much needed paint on our home, I remember thinking how much better the
house looked and how I was thankful that we got to it before it damaged the
wood beyond repair (thus leaving us needing all new siding – yikes $$).
This is just a reminder that letters are frustrating, but sometimes they can end up
being helpful. And I’d be remiss if I didn’t also remind you to please check your
dryer vent! LOL
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Why Is A Clean Roof Important?

From the District Tax Maintenance Board:

Sure, sometimes letters are sent from
the HOA about your roof being dirty.
But did you know that this is not only
an issue of ‘how it looks’ but ALSO an
issue about keeping your roof in good
shape longer?

Thank you to Cardinal Landscaping for the
beautiful Christmas decorations at our main
entrances and to our hard-working members of
the HOA for financing this holiday project! We
appreciate you!
The last few months have been very busy for our
Board. We found out in October that there were
many federal requirements that had to be made
to our website. We have had many outside
meetings, video conferences and written
correspondences to determine changes that had
to be made in order to become compliant. As
such, we are all still learning and growing
(sometimes painfully!) to understand and make
the necessary changes. As we continue to work
through these requirements, it reminds us that as
we face challenges, we should do so with a
learning mindset as not to get bogged down in
the heaviness of unexpected change. As 2022
begins, let us all commit to serving where our
community needs us and then being gentle on
ourselves, and others as we do the best job we
can in this New Year!
The Country Place Maintenance District Board

Algae, mildew, and mold can actually
break down the materials in your roof!
But don’t go up there with your pressure washer at full blast! Soft washing
removes and kills the harmful substances that eat away at your roof without
damaging it. That means that regular
soft washes help your roof last longer.
Who doesn’t want that?!
Without the build-up of ugly, damaging growth, your roof will keep your home safe
and protected for years to come. The neglect seen from lack of regular roof cleanings
has even caught the attention of the insurance industry. Some insurance companies
will deny coverage when a roof is in dire need of cleaning because they are aware of
the damage being done to the shingles.
In this instance, if you should get a letter about your roof needing to be cleaned –
you might want to actually thank the management company! As homeowners we
don’t always see things getting faded or dirty when we pull up to our own homes
every day. That letter might just help you extend the life of the roof on your home!

DETER AUTO BURGLARIES ~ LOCK YOUR DOORS!
Believe it or not, the majority of vehicle burglaries occur to unlocked vehicles!

To Report Suspicious Activity or
For Non-Emergency Situation
Please call:
The Hillsborough County
Sherriff’s Office
Non-Emergency Number
813-247-8200

An unsecured vehicle is an easy target for a criminal. You can help deter vehicle
burglaries by following a few easy steps:
• Always lock your vehicle when left unattended; roll up all the windows and
lock all the doors!
• Never leave your vehicle unattended while the engine is running, even if only
for a moment (it’s a violation of State law!)
• Don't leave items of value inside your vehicle or out in plain slight (i.e. laptop,
GPS, cell phone, briefcase, wallet, keys, cash, checkbook, purse, garage door
opener, shopping bags, etc.) Remove these items from the vehicle or lock them
in the trunk.
• Activate your vehicle's audible alarm system. If your vehicle is not equipped,
consider having one installed.
• Whenever possible, park in well lit, highly visible areas or inside a secured
garage.
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Why Should I have Goals
For 2022?

You can get what you want by achieving
your goals. But first you have to set some
goals. Goals are a plan to accomplish
anything from washing your car this
weekend to taking a trip around the world
some day.
Without goals, we would be lost. Goals can
be simple or complex, long or short. If you
don't have a plan – even a route you are
going to take to get to the store today, for
example – you may never get there. You may
just wander aimlessly and never find the
store. If you plan ahead, you will make it.
Goals can be about anything – your family,
your careers or your hobbies. They provide a
plan of action that you want to achieve. They
also save time. As you make decisions in life,
you can use your goals to help guide you in
your decisions.
Why do we need goals? They help us get
what we want from life. Maybe you don't
know what you want yet, and that's OK. But
sitting down and listing goals can help you
figure out what you want.
You may set a goal and not achieve it. That is
OK. Maybe your goal wasn't realistic. Now
you can revise it and work toward it again.
Maybe you or your priorities have changed.
You can change and revise your goals as you
and the world around you change.
Writing what you want creates a kind of
miracle. This works in the following manner.
When you first think of something, it is just a
thought in your head. It is not yet in the
physical universe. However, thought is
energy and the universe and everything in it
are also made of energy. When you write

something down, your thought now exists in
the physical universe

harmonious ways for the highest good of
all concerned.

Your Own Goal Setting
Think about the
goals you would
like to set. Think of
an easy goal you
would
like
to
achieve within one
month. Then think
of one for three
months and one for
a year.

This, or something better, now manifests for
me, in totally satisfying and harmonious
ways, for the highest good of all concerned.
Thank you God"
Then sign it.

And, later on you
might like to think
about what you
would
like
to
achieve for a Major
Life Goal. What this
means is, when you
come to the end of
your life, and you
look back, what would you like to have
achieved. How will the earth and its people
be different as a result of your being here?
How To Do Goal Setting So That It Works
For You
• Be very SPECIFIC. How can anyone
give you what you want if you don't
know what you want?
• Write in the PRESENT. Do NOT say
e.g. "I will have ... ". Tomorrow never
comes!
• Start with "I have “You have to "BE" in
order to "DO" before you can "HAVE".
It does not go in the other direction
(have - do - be). A lot of people may
have asked a person - what do you want
to be when you grow up? They may
have answered "a doctor". And later
found they were in a job they hated,
working with a lot of sick and dying
people. They may have been better
setting a goal
"to have a cure for
cancer". That way there are more options
open to them. Another example: A man
worked out he wanted to have a million
dollars. He then worked out what he had
to do - his answer - to BE a
garbage collector. He made a
fortune
from
the
garbage
business!
• Add the date.
• Add the date to be achieved by.
• I have found from personal
experience that this works even
better if you finish with the
written statement "This, or
something better, now manifests
for me in, in totally satisfying and
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Keep ALL your goals together in a
RING BINDER. DO NOT leave them
lying around. They have tremendous
power, and later if you change your
mind you don't want an old goal lying
around sabotaging you.
Now get into action. Circumstances,
people and opportunities will present
themselves.

It can also be a big help to apply the
knowledge in my article "How to know your
life purpose"
Follow your intuition to determine what
action you should take. Remember that even
if you take the 'wrong' action, you will learn
something which will prepare you for
eventual success.

If what you want does not materialize, it can
be because there is something wrong with the
goal you set. Or it can be because there is a
conscious or subconscious belief stopping
you from getting it.
If this happens, when you intend to have the
goal, instead of getting the goal your
intuition may lead you to a person or book or
situation which will help you to see what
your negative belief is so that you can get rid
of it.

I have used this information and added to it
and refined it over the years. I have seen this
information produce great long-term effects
like vastly improved financial status and
ideal relationships in both my own life and
the lives of my friends and clients.
Information provided by Michael W. Cooper,
Therapist
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